The Royalist Capital

Parliamentarian Lord Lieutenant of Oxford, a New
College man, arrived on i4th September, and immedi-
ately ordered that the works and trenches of the
scholars should be demolished. The colleges were
searched for arms and plate. The Christ Church
plate was hidden by the staunch Dr Fell. It was
found hidden in the walls behind the wainscot and
in the cellar. The plate of University College was
found in the house of Mr Thomas Smith. This Say
adjudged to be lawful prize, but he told the fellows
that as long as they kept their plate in places fit for
plate, the treasury or buttery, it should remain un-
touched.

The city was mustered at Broken Hayes, and the
arms of the train-bands were shown to Lord Say, who
shortly afterwards left the place with his men, for both
sides were now massing their forces. Little damage
had been done, but "his Lordship caused divers
Popish books and pictures, as he called them, which
he had taken out of churches, and especially the
houses of Papists here in Oxford and in the country,
to be burned in the street, against the Star Inn,"
where he had lodged. And as they were leaving the
town, one of the London troopers, when passing S.
Mary's Church, discharged a brace of bullets at the
"very scandalous image" of Our Lady over the
porch, striking off her head and the head of the Child,
which she held in her right arm. Another fired at
the image of Our Saviour over All Souls7 gate, and
would have defaced all the work there, if he had not
been remonstrated with by the citizens. He retorted
that they had not been so well entertained at Oxford
as they expected.                      ,

Say made a disastrous miscalculation in thus evacu-
ating Oxford. For within a few weeks it was destined
to become and to remain the headquarters of the King.